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GENERAL GOVERNMENT AND

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT COMMITTEE
Room 410, Capitol Building

Committee Chairman:

January 18, 1972
8:00 a.m.

Mark Etchart

MINUTES OF THE SECOND MEETING OF THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT AND
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT COMMITTEE
Discussion of public hearings and agenda for the third
Committee meeting.

Roll Call:
Mark Etchart, Chairman
Paul K. Harlow, V. Chairman
Don E. Belcher
Bruce M. Brown
Lyman W. Choate
Otto T. Habedank
Peter "Pete" Lorello
Robert Vermillion

Meeting Adjourned:

8:45 a.m.

The minutes of the first meeting were read by the Committee and approved
with the following correction: Ordinance I, Sections 5 and 6.
Jim Grady suggested that the committee work on the subjects for
which the background information is ready and available. The time
spent on the subject will depend on the persons that come to testify
and how controversial the issue may be. Article IX deals with
Suffrage and Elections. Article IV may take some time because the
Committee may wish to consult with the three other committees that
are involved. Article I covers the boundaries of the State of
Montana. A gentleman from Dillon has done some work in this area
and finds that the boundaries are not quite correctly defined in the
Constitution. Grady will have this reproduced for the Committee
members to study before the next meeting. Article XIX, Section 1
covers the Oath of Office. As it now stands there seems to be no
problem with it being constitutional, however the Teacher's oath
has been held as being unconstitutional in the State of Montana.

Chairman Etchart felt that there was some discussion on Monday of
maybe taking Suffrage away from this committee. Mr. Harlow felt
that the discussion was concerning the Bill of Rights Committee
losing the Water Law to the Natural Resources Committee without
the approval of the Convention and they were wondering how they
could switch something from one committee to another without the
approval of the Convention.
Mr. Choate suggested that the committee start with the Suffrage
article.
It is not greatly controversial but it would bring a few
people in to testify and felt that it would be a good one to start
on and kind of feel the way.

Mr. Habedank, however, disagreed and felt that there is a specified
time limit for the committee to work in and the controversial matters
should be attended to first and discuss openly what the committee
feels should be done. After some views are expressed Jim could do
some more research and see if the committee is on the right track.
In this way we would allow the public more time. Chairman Etchart
agreed that this would give the committee more time to work on the
more controversial subjects.
Mr. Brown asked if the Committee were to delete the section on
gambling, do we have a hearing or submit a proposal deleting it.
Chairman Etchart stated that a hearing would have to be called
informing the public that the committee planned to delete it and give
interested persons a chance to give their views. The committee is not
going to make a decision until the final document is written.
Hearings may be had without any written proposal.

Mr. Habedank felt that the committee should schedule hearings on
every subject that has been assigned to us and even if no one
showed up to testify, at least one hearing has been had. He did not
feel there would be many witnesses at this early date.
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Jim Grady brought out the point that the witnesses are asked to
testify on the subject of the hearing but are not necessarily
limited to that subject. Some of the committees are scheduling
hearings and have their agenda set - if no one shows up to testify,
the committee can still work at this scheduled time as per the
agenda.

Chairman Etchart stated that nothing can be initiated in this
committee that has not been expressly assigned to it.
Vice Chairman Harlow felt that some proposals should be written up
so that the committee knows what the members feel and would give
some background for the committee to start working on. Chairman
Etchart stated that anyone could draw up a proposal. Mr. Brown
agreed with Mr. Harlow.
Mr. Lorello felt that the assigned items should be discussed as a
Committee. Chairman Etchart agreed.
Mr. Habedank made the motion that hearings be scheduled so that the
public can come in and state their views. Motion was seconded and
carried.
Mr. Choate felt that the committee members should all read the
articles and some of the work that has been done by Jim.
It is
essential that we get some written proposals so that the public knows
what the committee is thinking.

Mr. Belcher suggested that we start on boundaries.
agreed.

Mr. Lorello

Chairman Etchart scheduled a meeting for Wednesday, January 19, 1972
with the committee taking up the subjects of Boundaries, Oath of
Office, and Lotteries. This will be a general discussion to bring
out the thinking of the committee members.
Jim stated that three reports are expected to come from this
committee: 1. Constitutional amendments and revisions,
2.
Suffrage and Elections and 3. General Government.

Meeting adjourned.
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Mark Etchart, Chairman
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